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An Overview of the Mohr IP Law Solutions Process to Obtain a U.S. Patent  
 

 Provided below is a brief overview of the most significant stages in the process we 
employ with our clients to obtain a patent in the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(the USPTO).  As you review this overview, please bear in mind that we will have ample 
opportunity to discuss each stage in more detail down the road. We make it a priority to be 
available to clients for answering questions.  Thus, please feel free to contact us anytime by 
email or phone to discuss the process further. 
 

1. Initial Consultation  
a. During our initial consultation, we will discuss: 

i. The details of the invention (See Invention Description Form); 
ii. The patent application process; and  
iii. The benefits and nature of patent protection. 

b. Our discussion will enable us to advise you regarding: 
i. What type of patent protection might be available for your invention; 
ii. How much the relevant services will likely cost. 

c. The Firm will hold the matters we discuss strictly confidential. 
d. There is no charge for the initial consultation. 

 
2. Determining the Type of Patent Application Best Suited to Your Needs 

a. Utility patent application (Protects technical features)  
i. Provisional Application, or 

1. Provides a relatively inexpensive way to establish a priority date 
and “patent pending” status. 

2. No enforceable rights associated with the application. 
3. Lasts for 1 year. 

ii. Non-provisional Application (Main type) 
1. Can become an enforceable patent. 
2. Lasts for up to 20 years. 
3. Can be licensed or sold to 3rd parties. 

b. Design patent application (Protects ornamental appearance of product) 
i. Less expensive, but limited scope of protection. 
ii. Lasts for 14 years. 

 
3. Patent Search (Optional) 

a. A patent search uncovers existing references that are similar to the invention 
b. A patent search allows the Firm to:  

i. Advise you regarding what level of patent protection appears to be 
available for the invention to help you to decide if the investment in a 
patent makes sense; and 

ii. Prepare a more focused patent application that is tailored to pursuing 
the protection most likely to be available for the invention, which can 
reduce expenses in the long run and provide a stronger patent. 
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4. Preparing Your Non-provisional Patent Application 
a. Preparing your non-provisional patent application will involve preparing: 

i. Technical drawings; 
ii. A detailed description of the invention; and 
iii. Patent claims that define the scope of your patent protection. 

b. It typically takes the Firm 3 weeks to prepare a patent application. 
c. Our legal fees to prepare and file non-provisional patent application are 

significantly lower than at larger firms. 
 

5. Filing with the United States Patent Office (Standard) 
a. The Firm is set up with the USPTO to file patent applications electronically. 
b. The Firm includes attorneys registered to practice before the USPTO and with 

extensive experience filing and prosecuting patent applications in the USPTO. 
 

6. Filing with a Foreign Patent Office (Optional)  
a. Pursing patent protection in multiple countries quickly becomes quite 

expensive; thus, the Firm will advise you regarding lower cost solutions. 
b. There are different options for pursing patent protection in different 

countries: 
i. Filing an application directly with a particular foreign patent office; or 
ii. Filing a Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) application. 

1. A PCT application provides a somewhat more efficient way to 
file patent applications in multiple patent offices. 

2. Still must eventually file applications in each country of 
interest. 

 
7. Examination 

a. After we file your patent application, it will be examined by a Patent Examiner 
to determine if your invention is eligible for patent protection. 

i. To be eligible for patent protection, an invention must be meet certain 
requirements, including the requirements that the invention be:  

1. New or “Novel.”  
2. Not something that is merely “Obvious” to persons 

experienced in the particular field of the invention. 
ii. It can take 12 months or more for a patent application to be examined. 
iii. The Examiner will often seek clarifications and amendments before a 

patent is granted. The attorneys at Mohr IP Law Solutions have 
extensive experience successfully addressing these issues for our 
clients. 

 
8. Patent Grant 

a. Once we demonstrate to the Patent Examiner that the invention is eligible for 
patent protection, the Examiner will issue a Notice of Allowance. 

b. Upon payment of an Issue Fee, the application will issue as an enforceable 
U.S. Patent. 

c. Throughout the life of the patent, the Firm will monitor the status of the 
patent and take the necessary steps to work with you to maintain its 
enforceability. 


